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Child Sexual Perpetrator Interro

Detective (ret.) Mike Johnson
Director of Youth Protection
Boy Scouts of America

P.O. Box 150279
Irving, Texas 75015-2079
972.580.2359(W)A 972.580. 7878

www.detectivemike.com
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AAdmi ssions of guil
desirabl e; they are
compelling interest in finding, convicting
and punishing those
U.S. vs. Washington, 431 U.S. @ 186 97 S.Ct. @ 1818
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Direct Evidence in Child Abuse Cas

Medical evidence
Witnesses

Victim

Direct link evidence

Confessidimcriminating Statements
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Levels of Confession

Detailed Statement
Partial Confession

Detailed Lie
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If No Confessiomh e ODETAI

Suspectods verbal statement
be useful for impeachment
put them at the scene
identify alibi witnesses
lead to the recovery of evidence or other corroboration
olock themé into a story or
give a preview of their defense

If the perpetrator is talking, he is incriminating
himself

Your job is to focus the questions towards a
detailed set of responses
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Why is a Confession Important?

Therapeutically, it helps the victim know the suspe
confessed

Children will not have to testify in court

It moves us out of guilt/innocence phase of trial an
directly into sentencing

You will usually get more detailed information from
suspect than the victim; these details are incrimina
and enhance sentencing

CPS workers/detectives will not have to testify in c
as often
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Qualities of the Best Interrogators

Not afraid to ask
Great BSoéer; wildl

High manipulation quotient

An ability to morph

Realizes that asking questions provides infor
Expects the subject to talk
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Interrogation

There are as many interrogation styles as th
interrogators

There are core fundamentals that must be le

Many of the traditional interrogation styles d
take into consideration the unique characteri
sexual crimes against children
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Are you willing to do whatever it takes
(legally) to get the subject to talk?
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The Nature of AT

If I want to lie about (A), | cannot only lie about (A)

I must also lie about issues that lead to (A), such &
(C) and (D).

| fear that providing the interrogator with informatio|
about (B), (C) and (D) may lead him to (A).

Thus | must lie aboutJABL) and (&), etc.

Thus confounding my lie.
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What You Should Know
Understand the nature of the child molester
manipulative
narcissistic
will tell you what they believe you want to hear
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Why Would a Perp Come in to Speak Wi

He has two internal motivators

To find out what you know

To convince you that he is a great guy
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Criminal/Cognitive Thinking Distorti

Denial

Minimization: reducing or limiting the true significance of
hurtful behavior by compari
filtering out the effects on the victim, or giving it an
innocuous label or name

Victim Stance: picturing oneself as the victim when held
accountable for hurtful and irresponsible behavior, rather
than seeing the negative effects on the person who has
been hurt

Projection/Externalizing Blame: blaming other people
for oneds hurtful and i-rres
pointing and finding fault in another person in order to
avoid accepting oneds own f
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Criminal/Cognitive Thinking Distorti

Excuse making Ownership
Justifying Making fools of

Closed channel Superiortism

Vagueness Lying eriminal
Redefining Uniqueness/criminal

pride

Fake anger Assuming

Power play Zero state

Victim playi Instancy/unwillingess to
Ingratiating delay gratification

*see handout for definitions
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What You Should Know

Grooming Process

positive reinforcement

negative reinforcement

shaping victim to desired goal
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What You Should Know

Boundary Violations
What is normal?
What is abnormal?
Behavior

within the family
outside the family

MOiI Method of Operation

Something done by an offender because it
works and will help him get away with the
crime

Usually involves patterns of behavior
intended to ensure success, protect identity
and facilitate escape

Fueled by thought and deliberation

Most offenders change and improve their MO
over time and with experience

Sexual Ritual

The repeated engaging in an act or series of acts
in a certain manner because of a sexual need;
that is, in order to become fully aroused and/or
gratified, a person must engage in the actin a
certain way.
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Sexual Ritual/MO

If repeated often enough during sexual activity,
some aspects of the MO of sex offenders can,
through behavioral conditioning, become part
of the sexual ritual.

Unlike an MO, ritual is necessary to the
offender but not to the successful commission
of the crime.

Sexual Ritual (cont.)

Instead of facilitating a crime, ritual often
increases the odds of identification,
apprehension and conviction because it
causes the offender to make need-driven
mistakes.

Sexual ritual and its resultant behavior are
determined by exotic imagery, are fueled by
fantasy, and can often be bizarre in nature.

Preferential Sex Offenders Characteri

Longterm and persistent pattern of behavior
Specific sexual interests

Welldeveloped techniques

Fantasylriven behavior

Park Dietz/Ken Lanning
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Paraphilias

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, 4 edition (DSM-IV-TR)
Paraphilias are psychosexual disorders
defined for clinical and research purposes

Defined as recurrent, intense AND sexually arousing
fantasies, urges OR behaviors that generally involve
nonhuman objects, the suffering or humiliation of onesel
oneds partner OR children
AND that occur over a period of at least six months
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Common Paraphilias

Exhibitionism (exposure)
Fetishism (objects)
Frotteurism (rubbing)
Pedophilia (child)

Sexual masochism (self pain)
Sexual sadism (partner pain)
Voyeruism (looking)
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Lesser Known Paraphilias

Scatologia (talk) Klismaphilia
Necrophilia (enemas)
(corpses) Urophilia (urine)
Partialism (body Infantilism (baby)
parts) Hebephilia (female
Zoophilia (animals) youth)
Coprophilia (feces) Ephebophilia (male
youth)
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On an investigative level, the presence of
paraphilias often means highly repetitive and
predictable behavior patterns focused on
specific sexual interests that go well beyond a
fimet hod of operationo
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Pedophilia

Requires that there be recurrent, intense AND
sexually arousing fantasies, urges OR behaviors
involving PREPUBESCENT children, generally
AGE 13 or younger. The absence of ANY of the
key criteria could technically eliminate the
diagnosis.
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Not All Pedophiles are Child Moleste

A child molester is an individual who sexually molests
children. A pedophile might have a sexual preference fi
children and fantasize about having sex with them, but if he
does not act on that preference or those fantasies, he is not a
child molester. Whether or not a person acts on deviant
sexual fantasies and urges may be influenced by other factors
such as personality traits, the severity of psychosocial
stressors, personal inhibitions, substance abuse or
opportunities. Inhibiting factors such as guilt, moral beliefs or
fear of discovery may limit or reduce the sexual activity with
children.
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Pedophile Characteristics

Sexual abuse in background
Limited social contact as teenagers
Premature separation from military
Frequent and unexpected moves
Prior arrests

Multiple victims

Planned, repeated or igjhattempts

Par

Slide 29
Pedophile Characteristics

Older than 25, single, never married

Lives alone or with parents

Limited dating relationships if not married

| f married, Afspeci al
Excessive interest in children

Associates and circle of friends are young
Limited peer relationships
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Pedophile Characteristics

Age and gender preference

Refers to children a
Aii mpi sh,d or objects
Skilled at identifying vulnerable victims
Identifies with children (better than with adults
Access to children

Activities with children, often excluding other

Park Diet
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Pedophile Characteristics

Seduces with attention, affection and gifts
Skilled at manipulating children

Hobbies and interests appealing to children
Shows sexually explicit material to children
Youtkoriented decorations in house or room
Photographing of children

Collecting child pornography or erotica

Park Dietz/Ken Lanning
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Preferential Characteristics

Tends to be more intelligent and from a

higher socioeconomic status

Deviant sexlualvemnmneadsi
Fantasy driven erotic imagery fuels activities
Theme-directed erotic and pornography
collection

Criminal sexual behavior is rooted in their
sexual fantasies and need to turn fantasy into
reality
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Preferential Sex Offender Characteristi

Long-term and persistent pattern of behavior
Begins patterns in early adolescence
Is willing to commit time, money and energy
Commits multiple offenses
Makes rituadr neediriven mistakes
Fantasy-Driven Behavior
Collects theme pornography
Collects paraphernalia (i.e., souvenirs, videotapes)
Records fantasies
Acts to turn fantasy into reality
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Preferential Sex Offender Characteristi

Specific Sexual Interests
Manifests paraphilic preferences (may be multiple)
Focuses on defined sexual interests and victim characte|
Centers life around preferences
Rationalizes sexual interests
Well Developed Techniques
Evaluates experiences
Lies and manipulates, often skillfully
Has method of access to victims

Is quick to use modern technology (e.g., computer, vide
sexual needs and purposes
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Preferential Child Molester
Seduction
Introverted
Sadistic
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Preferential Child Molester

fiBecause the molestat
part of a long-term persistent pattern of
behavior, preferential child molesters

are like human evidence machines.

During their lifetime they leave behind a
string of victims and collection of child
pornography and eroti

Ken Lanning
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Preferential Child Molesttugtion

Common Victim Criteria
Characteristics age and gender preferences

sexual preference for
children .

) Method of Operation
collects child

pornography or erotica ~ seduction process

Motivation
identification

Park Dietz/Ken Lanning
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Preferential Child Molesténoverted

Common Victim Criteria
Characteristics strangers or very young

sexual preference for
children )
collects child Method of Operation

pornography or erotica nonverbal sexual contact

Motivation
fear of communication

Park Dietz/Ken Lanning
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Preferential Child MoleStadistic

Common Victim Criteria

Characteristics age and gender preferences
sexual preference for
children Method of Operation
collects child | f

pornography or erotica ure or force

Motivation

need to inflict pain

n Lanning
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Situational Child Molester

Regressed
Morally indiscriminate
Sexually indiscriminate

Inadequate

Park Dietz/Ken Lanning
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Situational Characteristics

Can be smart and rich, but tend to be less
intelligent and more likely from lower
socioeconomic groups

Their criminal sexual behavior tends to be in
the service of basic sexual needs (i.e.,
fifhorninessd and | ust)
(i.e., power and anger)

Sexual behavior is often opportunistic and
impulsive, but primarily thought-driven
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Situationdtontinued)

History of varied crimes against persons and
property (DV, Burgl ary,
Victims targeted based on availability and

access

More likely to use practical tools and evolve

their techniques

Do not have a true sexual preference for

children
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Situational Child Molefegressed

Basic Method of Operation
Characteristics coercion
poor coping skills
. Pornography Collection
Motivation possibly
substitution

Victim Criteria
EVEEGIIY
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Situational Child Molester: Morally Indiscrim

Basic Method of Operation

Characteristics lure, force, or manipulation
user of people

Pornography Collection

Motivation S&M, detective mags

why not?
Victim Criteria

vulnerability and

opportunity

en Lanning
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Situational Child Molester: Sexually Indiscri

Basic Method of Operation
Characteristics involved in existing
sexual experimentation activity

Motivation Pornography Collection
boredom highly likely
varied nature

Victim Criteria
new and different




Slide 46

Situational Child Molester: Inadequate

Basic Method of Operation
Characteristics exploits size advantage
social misfit
Pornography Collection

Motivation likely

insecurity and curiosity

Victim Criteria
nonthreatening

Park Dietz/Ken Lanning
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